
 

 

Dear Chestnut Families, 
 

Thank you to all of our parents for sending us such wonderful children!  The school year has 

gotten off to a great start.  Children at both campuses have enjoyed nature walks.  Belle-

vue students enjoyed harvesting tomatoes from their garden and picking apples from the 

apple tree.  The warm weather has allowed children to enjoy outside snacks and picnic 

lunches.   
 

The school buildings have been professionally cleaned and sanitized inside and out, tables, 

chairs, carpets and work mats have all been refreshed for students before the first week of 

school.  Thank you to Sebastian’s family (Desiree and Mark Phair) for their generous dona-

tion of three Whirlpool air purifiers, one for each classroom.  We now have a triple air flow 

system which includes our built in automated system, the new air purifiers, and fresh air from 

open doors and windows.  Please send sweaters for children when the weather is cool! 
 

Paul (Mr. Hanson) and I started Chestnut Montessori 13 years ago, to provide an ideal Mon-

tessori environment where children, experienced Montessori teachers, new Montessori 

teachers, Montessori interns, and parents could grow and learn.  Many children, staff, and 

teachers in training have benefitted and internalized the many beautiful aspects of the 

Montessori philosophy.  The staff and I have experienced great joy in seeing children grow 

academically, and develop independence and self confidence through the Montessori 

curriculum.   
 

I am pleased to announce that April (Mrs. Malley), will be moving into the role as Director of 

Chestnut Montessori School.  She first interned here 10 years ago, and proceeded to work 

as an Early Childhood teacher, Montessori teacher instructor, field supervisor, and Assistant 

Director.  April has worked closely with me over the last few years as Assistant Director, and 

has shared my vision for Chestnut students, teachers, and parents.  I have the utmost confi-

dence that she is well prepared to serve as Director of Chestnut Montessori School.   
 

Since April will take on more of the day to day responsibilities of the school, I will be free to 

spend more time providing support to teachers and children at both campuses.  I will be 

doing more observations of classrooms, meeting with teachers, and guiding and assisting 

them in implementing curriculum that is appropriate for each child.   
 

Thank you April for all of the support you have given to children, staff, parents and me.  I 

know your leadership will be very helpful to the success of Chestnut now and in the future. 
 

Congratulations Mrs. Malley!  We are all looking forward to a very exciting and memorable 

school year! 
 

Kind regards, 

 

Announcement from Mrs. Hanson 
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Upcoming Events 

September 

Labor Day—SCHOOL CLOSED 

Monday, September 6th 

School is closed with no childcare available.  If you are traveling during the Labor Day Holi-

day, please be sure to follow quarantine procedures. 

 

Classroom Picnic and Curriculum Night  

Friday, September 17 from 6:00-7:00pm 

Please join us for an evening of fun and learning!  Families may bring their own picnic din-

ner and children are invited to play on the playground.  Teachers will be on the porch to 

present our exciting curriculum for the year!  We hope you will come look at our amazing 

materials and discover what your child(ren) will learn this year.  All individuals age 5 year 

and older are required to wear masks when not eating or drinking.   
 

Please bring everything you will need for a picnic dinner including a blanket, plates/

utensils, food/drink.   
Please RSVP to info@chestnutmontessori.com. 

 

Enrichment Activities and Pizza Lunch begin! 

September 20th-24th 

Enrichment Activities and Pizza Lunch begin during the week of September 20th.   
 

Peace Day Celebration 

Tuesday, September 21st at 9:15am 

The United Nations Day of Peace Celebration is an important tradition at Chestnut Montes-

sori!  Please join the children outside as they sing songs and recite poems about Peaceful-

ness.  

 

October 

Chestnut Montessori Schol’s Birthday! 

Tuesday, October 5th 
 

School Picture Day 

Thursday, October 7th 

Students will have individual and class photos taken during the morning of October 7th.  

More information on how to order will be available soon! 
 

Pumpkin Hunt 

Thursday, October 28th 

Students will hide pumpkins in the play-yards for each others’ classrooms and go on a 

pumpkin hunt! 
 

Costume Day 

Friday, October 29th 

There is no need for children to come to school in their Halloween costumes, as they will 

each make their own costumes by hand in their classroom! 
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A Letter from the Garden Room  

 

 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

We have had a great first week of school! The children are settling into the routine 

of school and are enjoying getting to know their peers and teachers. We appreci-

ate your patience during this transition period. 

 

Please remember to label all the children’s belongings including water bottles. 

The afternoon snack is only for children that are enrolled in the Dawn to Dusk pro-

gram. 

 

Here is the list of the upcoming events: 
09.17.21 Curriculum Picnic 6-7 pm 

09.21.21 Peace Day Celebrations 

 

At the Curriculum Picnic we will discuss the curriculum for the Fall quarter. and that 

will be last day to sign up for the enrichment programs. 

 

We will be celebrating World Peace Day on the 21st.  Please look out for an email 

that will be sent out to you with the details of the event. 

 

If you have any concerns, please feel to email us at  

gardenteacher@chestnutmontessori.com and we will do our best to revert within 24 

hours. 

 

Regards, 

Mrs. Appiah 

Ms. Sundar 

 

“The process by which the human personality is formed is the secret work of incar-

nation.” - Maria Montessori 

mailto:gardenteacher@chestnutmontessori.com
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                                   A Letter from the Pine Room   
Dear Parents, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to Chestnut Montessori School and I am looking for-

ward to working with your children! As many of you are sending your children to our school 

for the first time, I will ensure that your child will transition as smoothly as possible along with 

Ms. Jain, and Ms. Oswal, the Montessori interns in our class. 

In the month of September, we will focus on exploring the classroom environment, estab-

lishing our routines and getting to know each other. The curriculum of this month will focus 

on Apples. Here at Chestnut, we are surrounded by trees. We will be going on nature walks 

to observe them, focusing on our apple trees. We will be studying the life cycle of the ap-

ple. We will cut open apples, taste them, and examine all the parts of the apple. We will 

graph which apples we like best, and we have an exciting science experiment with ap-

ples. Our cooking projects include making our own apple juice and applesauce. 

While the children are practicing classroom routines and Grace and Courtesy, we will pre-

pare for International Peace Day by talking about peace and gratitude. The children will 

participate in many activities cultivating calm and inner stillness, compassion, kindness, 

and peace 

 

Regards, 

Mrs. Naveed 
 

“The land is where our roots are. The children must be taught to feel and live-in harmony 

with the Earth.” - Dr. Maria Montessori 
 

 

A Letter from the Cedar Room   
Dear Parents, 

It is my pleasure to extend a warm welcome to a new year. It was nice meeting some of 

you on the first day of school. I am Sonali Shah (Mrs. Shah) the lead teacher for Cedar 

room and I would like to introduce Madison Kahout (Mrs. Kahout). Mrs Kahout will be doing 

her Montessori internship with us. We both are very excited and are looking forward to 

working with the children.  

It has been a great first week of school. The new children are getting familiar with the 

school environment. The children loved going on nature walks. They were very excited to 

see the Chestnut trees and the Apple tree during the nature walk. They also gathered 

some botanical specimens and played games.  

During the month of September the children will be learning about the beautiful golden 

rod tree on our own campus and why the humming birds are attracted to them. They will 

be learning about apples, the parts of an apple, different types of apples and apple tast-

ing.  

 

Regards, 

Mrs. Shah 
 

“The greatest gifts we can give our children are the roots of responsibility and the wings of 

independence.” - Dr. Maria Montessori 



 
Meet Our Staff 

Administration  

• Jeannine Hanson (Mrs. Hanson) 

• April Malley (Ms. Malley) 

• Lisa Hanson (Miss Lisa Hanson) 
 

Garden Room 

• Rani Appiah (Ms. Appiah) 

• Uthra Sundar (Ms. Sundar) 
 

Pine Room 

• Feeza Naveed (Ms. Naveed) 

• Garima Jain (Ms. Jain) 

• Leena Oswal (Ms. Oswal) 

 

Cedar Room 

• Sonali Shah (Ms. Shah) 

• Madison Kohout (Ms. Kohout) 

• Mathura Ramkumar (Ms. Ramkumar) 
 

Dawn to Dusk After School 

• Mathura Ramkumar (Ms. Ramkumar) 

• Thien Do (Mr. Do) 

 

Friday Pizza Lunch! 
 

Friday is Pizza Day!  Pizza lunch includes two slices of cheese pizza, fresh fruit, and veg-

gies.  During the Fall Quarter, we will have 11 pizza lunches from Friday, September 24th—

December 17th (no pizza 11/12 and 11/26).   

 

Cost: $77  

 

Please contact the office by e-mail (info@chestnutmontessori.com) to reserve your 

child's lunches. We will invoice you for the Fall Quarter Pizza Lunches through Curacub-

by.  We do not pro-rate for late sign-ups or missed lunches. 
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CMS Staff Vaccination Status 

 

We are pleased to announce that 100% of our staff members are fully vaccinated against 

the COVID-19 virus. 
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After School Enrichment Classes 
 

After school activities provide learning and social opportunities for our students. We are 

happy to offer the following after-school classes: 

 
Mondays:  

Yoga with Mrs. Mani 

(ages 2-5) 

$198 for 9 classes 

September 20th—November 29th (no class November 15th & 22nd) 

2:30-3:15pm 

Please email info@chestnutmontessori.com to signup and bring a check made out to 

Chikku Mani. 

 
Wednesdays:  

Hip Hop Dance with Young Whiz 

(ages 4 and up) 

$241 for 10 classes 

September 22nd—December 1st (no class November 10th) 

3:00-3:40pm 

Visit https://www.homeroom.com/sites/chestnut-montessori-school-bellevue to enroll in 

Hip Hop Dance. 
 

Thursdays: 

Woodworking with Mr. Meyer 

(ages 4 and up) 

$365 for 9 classes 

September 23rd—December 2nd (no class November 11th & 25th) 

3:00-4:00pm 

Please email info@chestnutmontessori.com to signup, fill out permission form, and bring 

cash or a check made out to Brad Meyer. 
 

Fridays: 

Mixed Media Art with Young Whiz 

(ages 5-8) 

$271 for 9 classes 

September 24th—December 3rd (no class November 12th & 26th) 

3:00-4:00pm 

Visit https://www.homeroom.com/sites/chestnut-montessori-school-bellevue to enroll in 

Mixed Media Art. 
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Changes to School Program 

If you have decided to change your child’s school program (i.e. Half Day, School Day, 

Dawn to Dusk) from the schedule you are currently enrolled in, 30 days written notice prior 

to the first day of the month is required along with a change of schedule fee.  The fee is 

$200 for a change decreasing in hours and $100 for a change increasing in hours.  Please 

note that your prepaid nonrefundable deposit payments will not be reduced in the case of 

a decrease in schedule.   

What NOT to Bring to School 
• Backpacks—we do not have space to store backpacks in the children’s cubby area.  

Please send a lunchbox only. 

• Toys/Items from home 

• Crocs—please bring appropriate footwear as outlined above. 
• Umbrellas 

• Books (Elementary children may bring a book with teacher approval) 

• Jewelry/accessories—These items are often a distraction and get lost or broken.  En-

courage your child to keep their jewelry safe at home. 

Contact us 

Have a question?  Try consulting the 2021-2022 Parent Handbook!  It has a lot of valuable 

information.  If you do not find the answer to your question, feel free to email or call us.  We 

will do our best to get back to you in a timely manner.   

info@chestnutmontessori.com—425-822-6001 
 

Teachers are happy to meet with you to discuss your child.  Pickup and drop-offs are not a 

good time for meaningful conversations, as teachers need to attend to children.  Please 

email your child’s teacher or the office to schedule an appointment. 

Wearing a Mask and Illness Prevention at School 

During the 2020-2021 school year, we saw the fewest amount of absences due to illness 

among both students and staff members, that we have ever seen in all the years we have 

been open.  This can largely be attributed to staff members, students and parents wearing 

masks, as well as parents keeping their children home from school when they are sick.   

While it is common for young children with healthy developing immune systems to get sick 

multiple times a year, we would like to thank you in advance for doing everything you can 

to keep our community healthy.   

Though only students aged 5 and above are required by the State of Washington to wear 

masks or face coverings to school, we would like to see all students wearing a face cover-

ing of some sort when they come to school.  Please send 2 masks to school each day with 

your child.  They will wear one in the morning and change into a clean one in the after-

noon after lunch.   

We understand that it may take young children some time to adapt to wearing a mask, 

and we thank you for your patience and understanding while they are learning.  Staff 

members will continue to do our best to encourage mask wearing, and healthy hygiene 

habits.  Please set a good example for Chestnut students by wearing a mask that properly 

covers both your nose and mouth during pick ups and drop offs. 

Reminders! 
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What we are doing to prevent the spread of COVID-19 at Chestnut Montessori 

 

-limiting guests 

-wellness screenings (if a child shows signs of illness at school, they will be sent home) 

-increasing ventilation and use of air purifiers 

-staff and children wear facemasks 

-promoting proper hygiene (wash hands frequently for a minimum of 20 seconds) 

-surfaces and materials cleaned and sanitized more often and more extensively 

-option for touchless sign in (scan QR code) 

-encouraging “body space” 

-all staff members are fully vaccinated against the COVID-19 virus 
 

 

What you can do to prevent the spread of COVID-19 
 

-take your child’s temperature each morning before school 

-keep your child home from school if they exhibit any signs of illness 

-if your child has been exposed to COVID-19, please keep your child at home 

-if your child or anyone in your household has tested positive for COVID-19, please stay 

home and inform us as soon as possible 

-please refrain from entering the buildings as we are trying to limit the amount of people 

Chestnut students come into contact with 

-have your child practice wearing a mask at home 

-have your child practice washing their hands at home 

-give your child reminders to cough or sneeze into their elbow and away from others 

-receive COVID-19 vaccinations when eligible 

-Refer to your Parent Handbook for detailed information about our illness guidelines and 

policies. 



Arrivals and Dismissals 
 

Your child’s safety is our top priority at Chestnut Montessori School.  Please read through 

these instructions.  If at any time you are walking with your child/ren in the driveway or 

parking area, please hold their hand, as small children can sometimes be difficult for driv-

ers to see.  For the safety of all children, families and staff, the use of cell phones is prohibit-

ed in driveway areas.  If you have given extended family members, friends or nannies per-

mission to pick up your child from school, please give them these instructions to read be-

forehand.  All people who are permitted to pick up your child must be listed on your child’s 

profile in Curacubby and the office must be notified.    
*Please remember to wear a mask that properly covers both your nose and mouth when 

picking up and/or dropping off your child, even if you do not exit your car* 
Our driveway is One Way.  

Please enter our driveway from NE 38th Pl and exit onto 108th Ave NE.   
 

Early Arrivals (8:00-8:40am) 

 

If you arrive before 8:45am, please use the iPad on the Pine Room porch to sign your child 

in, then walk your child to their classroom.  Please refrain from entering the classroom and 

say goodbye to your child at the door.   

 
Arrivals (8:45-9:00am) 

 

• Pull forward to the garden gate.  Cars may form two lines. 

• Do not get out of your car until a staff member has greeted you.  We appreciate your 

patience as you wait. 

• Staff members will assist the first car in each line.  The iPad will be provided for you to 

sign your child in.   

• Once your child is out of the car, a staff member will walk them to their classroom.   

• If you plan to walk your child to the gate, or if your child needs a longer goodbye, 

please park your car in the available spaces and walk your child to the gate where a 

teacher will greet you.   

 
Late Arrivals (after 9:00am) 

 

• Park your car in an available parking space.  Do not pull up in the area by the gate. 

• Please walk your child to the welcome office where a staff member will greet you with 

the iPad.  You may need to wait a few moments for an administrator to assist you.  Sign 

your child in and say a quick goodbye at the door.   
• Do your best to arrive on time in the morning (by 9:00am).  It can be disruptive to the 

classroom environment to have students consistently arriving late to class.  Your child 

will  also benefit from having that time to settle into their classroom and prepare for aca-

demic work time. 

• The garden gate will be locked after 9:00am.  All other gates and the Welcome Office 

will be locked at all times. 
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Arrivals and Dismissals, Continued 
 

Half-Day Dismissal (12:25-12:30pm) 

 

• Pull forward to the garden gate.  Cars may form two lines. 

• You may walk up to the bricked area by the garden gate and wait for a teacher to 

greet you. 

• Sign your child out using the iPad. 

• Your child will be released to you after you sign them out. 

• Please hold your child’s hand as you walk them back to your car and assist your child 

by fastening them into their car seat. 
 

School-Day Dismissal (2:45-3:00pm) 

 

• Pull forward to the garden gate.  Cars may form two lines. 

• Do not get out of your car until a staff member has greeted you.  We appreciate your 

patience as you wait. 

• Staff members will assist the first car in each line.  The iPad will be provided for you to 

sign your child out.   

• A staff member will walk your child to your car.  Please assist your child by fastening 

them into their car seat. 
• Please do not use this time to try to talk to the teachers, check lunch boxes, or talk to 

other parents.  This will delay other parents and cause a backup in the driveway. 

 

Dawn to Dusk Dismissal (after 3:00pm) 

 

• Park your car in the spaces provided. 

• Enter through the garden gate and walk to the porch.  The iPad will be available for 

you to sign your child out. 

• Children in the Dawn to Dusk program will be on the porch as long as weather allows. 
 

Please be patient with children as they put on their shoes and gather their things for dismis-

sal.  Independence is a large part of the Montessori curriculum and students are encour-

aged to be independent whenever possible.  This includes putting on/taking off their shoes, 

carrying their own bags, putting on/taking off coats, putting their things away, etc.  Inde-

pendence helps children to develop self-confidence and a sense of pride in their accom-

plishments.  Teachers are always available to offer assistance and/or guidance when ap-

propriate. 
 

Many of you have indicated other people who are authorized to pick up your child. If 

someone new is picking up your child, please make them aware that they need to bring 

identification and visit the Welcome Office before picking up your child. We will compare 

their identification with your child’s authorization records before releasing your child to 

them. If they are not listed on your child’s authorization list on Curacubby, we will call you 

to get permission. If you are not available to give permission, we will not release your child. 
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Thank you to Mr. Hanson and our Landscapers who work hard to keep our campus beautiful! 
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Congratulations to Ms. April Malley on being promoted to Director! 

 

 
Ms. Malley at Chestnut through the years 


